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Q
 Is the Islamic mosque the only thing keeping the Jews from building a temple on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem? 
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A
Not entirely.
The Temple Mount has a religious significance in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Categorically, it is the most volatile place on Earth.
In the tenth century BC, David established the address for the House of God when he purchased the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite on Mount Moriah in Jerusalem. After David’s death, Solomon built the first temple, circa 960 BC. It was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC. A second temple was erected nearly a century and a half later. In 19 BC, Herod made extravagant renovations to the structure. Then, as foretold by the prophets Isaiah and Daniel, and later by Jesus, in AD 70 the Romans demolished the complex and terminated Temple Judaism.
The Temple Mount laid in ruin until Muslim Caliph Omar commissioned the building of the Dome of the Rock shrine in AD 638. The Jews did not view the order as an act in defiance of the sanctity they held for the site because the commission was predicated on the Koran’s tribute to David and Solomon as prophets and its acknowledgment that the Jews had been the divinely appointed builders of the Temple and custodians of Torah. It is ludicrous that modern Muslim Extremists deny the Temple to have been the center of Jewish national, political, and religious life. The Temple Mount is the most sacred site in Judaism. It ranks third in Islam behind Mecca and Medina.
The diversity of present-day Judaism projects a nationality that is primarily independent of ritual worship. Conversely, Orthodox Jews call for immediate temple construction and the resumption of the daily sacrifice. The call is without regard for inevitable consequences. All the same, overall there is minimal Jewish interest in the rebuilding project.
Dispensational Christians are more impassioned about a third temple than are the Jews. Purportedly the new custodians of Scripture, they cite Ezekiel 40-48 as grounds for making the problematic assertion that cleansing Israel of the Palestinians, a third Jewish temple, and the resumption of animal sacrifices are conditions prerequisite to the Second Coming of Christ. To begin with, forcing the Palestinians from Israel would show contempt for Ezekiel 47:22, which calls for land reform where the occupational exclusivity of the Jews was to cease with rights to the land being accorded indiscriminately to both Jews and non-Jews. Moreover, the assertion that reestablishing sacramentarian Temple Judaism must precede Christ’s return is impugned by the New Testament record of the entire system having been abolished at the cross. cf. The Epistle to the Hebrews
Unable to shake the entanglement of perpetual Jewish exclusivity, Dispensationalists press on with their ambition of keeping followers focused on the anticipation of what would be an object of God’s wrath.
At present, the Dome of the Rock represents an intervening stage of Abrahamic monotheism where Islam traverses Judaism. It is the daunting obstacle that frustrates the mutually held expectations of Orthodox Jews and Dispensational Christians. Then again, apart from Muslim sentiments, the shrine’s continuing presence can be seen as a safeguard against further custodial apostasy that would be exacerbated by the workings of a Christ-denying sacrificial system housed in still yet another Jewish edifice atop the once sacred Temple Mount. cf. John 4:21

your questions and comments are welcome at
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