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Readers of this column regularly express their frustration over the absence of expository teaching in area churches. Recently, I went public with attributing the epidemic to an overabundance of apathetic or ill-equipped pastors. This drew some rather rigorous criticism from a man that declared he was ‘proud to be a simple Bible man who did not need to preach anything but Christ crucified’.
By all means, preach Christ crucified. But by no means fail to preach the entire Bible, as it is the substratum upon which rests the decisive Transaction at Golgotha.
It would suit me if everyone were ‘a simple Bible man’ of sorts. But the ministry is no place for those who suffer from simplism. I firmly object to someone taking up residency in a pulpit and then winging it while feigning to be operating under the favoring influence of God’s Holy Spirit, which is supposed to inexplicably make them blunder-proof and allow for the absurd claim of personal infallibility in all things spiritual.
If aspiring ministers would take the initiative to acquire an intimate knowledge of Scripture that imparts to their teaching a well-regarded fidelity, fewer pulpits would echo the evils of doctrinal improvisation. Nothing militates against the spiritual wellbeing of ardent believers like an extemporizing blunderer.
An uneducated pastor’s frame of reference will consistently overwhelm the Scripture text. This will eventually expose his lack of enthusiasm for learning that the Bible, despite its diversity, is unitary and must be preached as a whole, even when the sermon theme is but one of its parts. And certainly, no part is to be preached in repudiation to another. His lacking grasp of the whole prohibits an effective presentation of any given part, including ‘Christ crucified’. An ill-considered systematic theology will invariably produce an ill-considered sermon that contributes nothing to the buttressing of faith.
It is vital that ministers be able to place the Scripture text within its Biblical context. The well-educated pastor is not susceptible to impulsively forcing the text into a doctrinal system. He knows, or is able to find out, from where in the Biblical revelation the text emanates. He has no inclination to compromise or prejudice the context. This leaves his congregation on solid exegetical ground where God would have them subsist.
We are given God’s Word in two interrelated and interdependent testaments. The promise of the Old meets its fulfillment in the New. The revelation of God and His Christ encompasses both testaments. Nevertheless, owing largely to simplism, a significant number of pastors routinely dismiss the Old leaving nothing upon which to place the Crowning Glory of the New. The Bible is not a random collection of ancient books containing ideological insights into the supernatural realm. It is His Word, spoken by His Prophets, in order to prepare His People for the Two Advents of His Son.
The world has been led to conclude that preaching on any level is a dishonorable undertaking. It sees the entire evangelical effort as self-righteous, highly judgmental, prideful, acquisitive, and even oppressive. Given that the greater part of society is now hell-bent on defying God, they have no interest in listening to anyone who declares His Word. In a manner of speaking, indolent and ill-equipped preachers have seen to it that rather than hearing God’s message, people would just as soon shoot His messengers.
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