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 How can anyone possibly be offended by the Nativity scene? Some go so far as to say it violates their rights.

John C.
Gloucester, VA

A
Assuming ‘rights’ to mean the inalienable civil liberties given under the First Amendment, all men have the right to heresy. The Framers drafted this right with the understanding that it be exercised by a citizenry capable of presenting a knowledgeable and coherent line of reasoning. However, our society has become polluted by people who are at ease going public with their displeasure over things about which they know absolutely nothing. Among the incapable are those who allege the nativity of Jesus Christ to be inherently offensive. Forasmuch as they are well unacquainted with Him, it cannot be His nativity, but is rather its depiction that offends them.
The Gospels are primarily silent on the Nativity. Aside from venue and the seclusion of a stable, we are told only “she brought forth her first-born Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger”. cf. Luke 2:7 It is inconceivable that an artistic rendering of utmost earthly humility is seen as offensive.
More than two decades ago, there was a certain childcare facility in the Chesapeake Bay area. Among the caregivers was a wonderful woman, hereinafter called The Servant.
At Christmas, the daycare displayed time-honored Yuletide decorations. Thirty-one three year olds busied themselves creating images of Santa and company. In an inconspicuous location, The Servant placed a small 10 x 7 inch Nativity scene. One day, upon stopping in to praise the little ones for their creativity, the owner came across the display. Fraught, owing to the possible storm of indignation, she snapped at The Servant - “If I get the first complaint, that Nativity scene is out of here.” 
With Christmas drawing near, a young father informed The Servant that at the first mention of a divinely authored supernatural event he was pulling his son out of the school. Perhaps his threat was made to imply that it was biologically impossible for a virgin to conceive. The Servant knew biology had nothing to do with the birth of Jesus. Moreover, under no circumstances would she have ever contemplated introducing the subject to children.
The Nativity scene had not been displayed to seed an opportunity to evangelize children. Besides, neither was The Servant one to entertain usurping the drawing authority of God’s Holy Spirit. The display stood as a simple and humble representation of love.
The first to find the display was a little girl who drew a crowd when she said, “Look at the little baby.” Others said, “This one’s the Mommy.” “He’s the Daddy.” Then came the inevitable, “What’s the baby’s name?” The Servant replied, “His name is Jesus. His Mommy and Daddy loved Him very much, like your Mommy and Daddy love you. Someday you will learn why He is so special.” And so ended The Servant’s lesson on the nativity of Jesus. Ever so tender. Appropriately mild.
The Servant has long since retired. The daycare is closed. Many of the children are now parents. Some have moved on. Even so, every year, nearly half of them send The Servant a Christmas card. Without exception, each one always features an illustration of the nativity of Jesus. Amazing.
The depiction of Mother, Father, and Child conveys a message of love to which no valid exception can be taken. Children get it. And never does it offend them.
Merry Christmas.

your questions and comments are welcome at atime2speak.org
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