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Q
 I am no longer welcome at church because I called attention to a Bible verse where the Greek translation did not agree with what we were taught from an English version. Since leaving, hardly anyone from the church will speak to me. Am I being punished for studying the Bible?

Thomas W.
Gloucester, VA
A

Being free from a place where the proud are easily offended is not a form of punishment, sir. It is a noble-minded man who hears the Word preached and then searches the Scriptures to determine if he has heard the truth. cf. Acts 17:11
The layperson that makes known his undertaking of an exhaustive Bible study has officially declared himself a rival of the church hierarchy. This is the fastest route to social ruin one can travel. If the serious Bible student should arrive at a sound exegetical conclusion that is the least bit at variance with established dogma, the church hierarchy will inconsiderately dismiss his finding. Should his conclusion contravene any existing dogmatic prejudices, he will become the object of ridicule orchestrated by the ringleader of a select band of doctrinaires whose skills are limited to carrying out covert operations within the Body of Christ. Slowly but surely he will be cut from the herd. 
While the aforementioned may not be the case in every ecclesiastical establishment, it is, nevertheless, widespread in mainstream circles.
About six months ago, The Baptist Banner headlined with a compelling article emphasizing that the problem with the church was the absence of expository teaching. The article conveyed that, in essence, exposition (textual criticism) was not on the market anywhere. This staggering fact indicts every clergyman who has failed to acquire some knowledge of the languages of Scripture (Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic). In order to obtain a reliable interpretation of God’s Holy Word, it is essential that the layperson be somewhat conversant with the relation of English translations to those of the original texts. A more thorough knowledge of the same should be mandatory for the clergy and Bible teachers.
The absence of expository teaching is not solely the fault of the clergy. Fear burdened cowards in the congregation are equally blameworthy.
Jesus taught that only God is to be the object of fear. God is to be the object of childlike trust because of His love, and the object of childlike fear because of His power to destroy the soul. cf. Matthew 10:28 Still, many are silenced by the dread of provoking the church hierarchy. They avoid demanding expository teaching for fear of alienating unqualified pastors. They offer no resistance as the longstanding rich traditions of the church are abandoned for contemporary forms of unedifying entertainment disguised as worship. The trepidation associated with the thought of doctrinaires destroying their social presence paralyzes them. They have long since forgotten that Jesus placed no value on social standing; that He fearlessly confronted the religious hierarchy of His day with the foreknowledge that they would nail Him to a tree for it.
It is a disgrace that there is not a church-wide demand for expository teaching. It unveils the essence of God’s Word. Its purpose is not for information but rather transformation of the soul. It is the destroyer of fear; the disabler of doctrinaires; and the silencer of the familiar assertion, This is a hard saying, who can understand it? cf. John 6:60

your questions and comments are welcome at atime2speak.org
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