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Once again, it is time to revisit the story of a carpenter and his expectant wife who, when there was no room in the inn, the kindhearted innkeeper offered shelter amid animals in a stable at the rear of the inn. There, Jesus was born.
People truly believe the story is in Luke 2. But aside from the shaky translation, in the inn, the Bible says nothing of an innkeeper, livestock, or Jesus’ birth in a stable. Have we trivialized His birthplace similar to how the world has commercialized His birthday?
In 327, Constantine built the Church of the Nativity at its present location in the heart of Bethlehem. He cited the 2nd century writings of Justin Martyr as confirming Christ’s birthplace. But in his Dialogue with Trypho, Justin said the Holy Event occurred on the periphery of Bethlehem in a cave. cf. The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol. 1, ch. 78, p. 237, col. 2 
Mary and Joseph were devotees to the Law of Moses. They had Jesus circumcised on the 8th day and later partook of the Temple rituals Redemption of the Firstborn and Purification of the Mother. cf. Luke 2:21 All along, Mary had been unremittingly mindful of Whom she carried. Vacating the Laws of Purity and allowing the Holy Infant to emerge from the womb in the muck and mire where unclean animals were stabled was unthinkable. By no means did she tempt the Father by leaving to chance that His Son might enter the world in defiling surroundings, nullifying the Saviour’s sacrificial worthiness. His Law was about to yield to His grace and Mary was His entrusted means of affecting the course of events. 
The stable-birth theory is untenable despite Luke’s mention of a manger that was inessential to locate. His readers had Moses and the Prophets (the Bible), which had identified the location by name long before his Gospel narrative.

And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem. cf. Micah 4:8

Jesus was born at Migdal Eder, Tower of the Flock, built atop a cave on the outskirts of Bethlehem. The site predates Israel. cf. Genesis 35:21 In 4th century BC, Jewish priests consecrated Migdal Eder for the sole purpose of birthing lambs destined for Temple sacrifices. cf. Talmud, Shekalim vii 4 Flocks could be found abiding in the fields with shepherds year-round. Ibid; & cf. Luke 2:8 Lambing was subject to the Laws of Purity. No muck. No mire. Suitable for birthing the Lamb of God.
The Virgin Mother is preeminent among those worthy of the titles daughter of Zion and daughter of Jerusalem. In her was realized the Hope of Abraham’s Seed (Zion) and the Deliverer of a New Jerusalem. cf. Isaiah 37:22 
In a shocking 3rd century AD Rabbinic account, Jesus is said to have been born in ‘the royal castle of Bethlehem’ - an uncharacteristic allusion to His ancestral ties to David, a shepherd of Migdal Eder, who had also become King of Israel. cf. Talmud, Berakoth ii. 3
That Our Lord was born in Bethlehem is an unassailable fact foretold 700 years ahead of schedule. cf. Micah 5:2 No record exists of the precise year, month, or day. Thus, given the non-biographical nature of the Gospels, we can see that fixing the date can be of no import to the message of salvation. But no serious student of Moses and the Prophets would deny that the place of His birthing signals the harsh reality of what Isaiah had spoken concerning Him. 

he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, cf. Isaiah 53:7


your questions and comments are welcome at atime2speak.org
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