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A visitor to our website credits Jesus of Nazareth with founding Christianity but says the chief tenets of the faith are only a plagiarizing of Buddhism. He adds that the founder of Islam attributed the sudden appearance of Christianity to the machinations of 1st century Jewish heretics.
While the foregoing signals the ruthless vision of the enemies of Christ it has in it a fascinating element.
Only three of the eleven principal religions of the world emerged under the influence of a single historic figure through whose teaching a circle of primary disciples went public with claims to universal authority. They are Buddhism (works), Christianity (faith), and Islam (faith and works). 
In circa 600 BC, Siddhartha Gautama founded Buddhism. Gautama was an agnostic who defined spiritual as self-spiritual. He believed man could attain salvation on his own by Karma (works) - the self-adjudicating law of moral and immoral volition that suits man’s self-acquitting, exculpatory nature and his penchant for idly passing time in a state of spiritual insolvency. Buddhism rejects the doctrine of requisite atonement and mediation. Thereby, it rejects the Redeemer, the Mediator. 
There are no shared beliefs between the fundamentally divergent religions of Buddhism and Christianity, the latter having drawn nothing from the former.
In AD 622, Muhammad ibn Abdullah founded Islam. 
To him is ascribed authorship of the Koran, the Sacred Book of the Muslim faith. Therein he confirmed the Jews as divinely chosen custodians of the Scripture though he charged their rabbis with altering the Holy Writ to justify their rejection of ‘the Messiah, Jesus son of Mary’. This compelling appellation is found a resounding 25 times in the Koran and appears to leave no room to debate Muhammad’s perception of Christ. But the doctrine of Divine Sonship he ardently repudiated claiming that since God is not begotten, He therefore cannot beget. All the same, he often reasserted Christ’s Virgin Birth and Mary’s Immaculate Conception.
Muhammad seems ambivalent concerning Jesus’ Crucifixion stating that the Jews killed only a body, likened to one in His stead, Jesus (the Spirit) having been ‘taken up’ to God. cf. Luke 23:46 But he spoke of resurrection, the fatal penalty for not believing in Christ, and Christ’s return in Judgment at the end of time. cf. Surah 19:30-35; 4:159; 4:59
Islam is distinguished from Christianity not so much by its refutation of the trinitarian concept of God as by its rejection of a soteriology based on substitutionary atonement and vicarious sacrifice. But neither denunciation will mix with the Prophet’s recurrent use of the first person plural pronoun ‘We’ for God and his depiction of Isaac as a willing sacrifice, which are distinct manifest reflections of Christian convention, not pure monotheism. cf. Surah 37:101-109
Muhammad’s failure to clarify his conception of Messiah has left us with many exegetical impossibilities. But despite the differences between the two faiths, had he believed that Christianity emerged from the wiles of Jewish heretics he would have never spoken so encouragingly of ‘the Messiah, Jesus son of Mary’.

comments and questions are welcome at
atime2speak.org
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