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Jesus foretold explicitly of a hostile environment wherein His disciples would be hated by ‘the world’. It began with the Twelve and has continued throughout the Age. His warning did not contravene the doctrine of universal brotherhood given to embrace all mankind. Rather, it underscored the harsh reality that discipleship would be a mission accompanied by opposition from the Author of Lies.

If the world hate 
you, know that it hated me
before you. cf. John 15:18

Christ’s troubling words pertain not to lukewarm, peripheral Christians but to fervent disciples whose lives are a vivid reflection of enduring love for Him despite being the objects of a 2,000 yearlong outpouring of resentment. But why did the world hate Him?
Was it His claim to have been sent from another realm by His Father (scarcely an axiomatic term among the Jews)? Could it have been His failure to speak of the long-awaited, separatist Jewish kingdom with territorial boundaries, speaking instead of a boundless one in which the Spirit of God reigned in the hearts of Jews and Gentiles whose integration was to represent the one true Church? Was His claim that all power and authority had been given Him seen as a usurpation of God’s sovereignty? Or was it His strange claim to have existed before Abraham who had been dead for 1,900 years?
Jesus is the only religious figure to allude to having a divine preexistence. Buddha, Zoroaster, Mohammed, et al, saw themselves as enlightened, yet mortals, whereas Jesus placed Himself at the center of all existence. But making outlandish claims did not warrant crucifixion anymore than did His teaching. That He would suffer, die, and on the third day be raised from the dead was truly an extraordinary prediction, though not taken seriously. Still, His brethren sought to kill Him.
In the end, Jesus stood trial at an unofficial proceeding held covertly in the palace of High Priest Caiaphas and attended only by adversaries from the Great Sanhedrin. All were aghast when He warned that rejecting the Son of Man would bring on the desolation of Jerusalem, the Temple, and its religious polity - in their lifetime. cf. Matthew 23:38,39 His piercing words surpassed an affront as ‘all the council’ agreed to the charge of blasphemy. Hours later, they convinced Rome to crucify Him.
The world has no appreciation for the overpowering improbability that Christianity could have unexpectedly emerged but a few weeks following its Namesake’s shameful death. But right away, the renowned Rabbi Gamaliel witnessed the examination of St. Peter who had been arrested for teaching Christ resurrected. He advised the Jewish Tribunal not to prosecute the Disciple intimating that, 1) Had Jesus failed to come out of the grave on the third day, then the Christian movement was not of God and would fade into oblivion, amounting to nothing. 2) But if the movement was of God, it would sustain, thus corroborating His Resurrection with those opposing Christ counted as warring against God. cf. Acts 5:33-42 Indeed, 2,000 years of hatred for Christ and a Church that did not fade into oblivion validates the latter.
R. Gamaliel did not live to see the gruesome fall of Jerusalem and the wrathful termination of Temple Judaism in AD 70. But he must have seen it coming as he watched his esteemed apprentice, Saul of Tarsus (the Apostle Paul), become the most hated man in the world for his relentless preaching of the Resurrection of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

your questions and comments are welcome at atime2speak.org
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