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A recent response to this column included an inquiry as to the fundamental differences between Christianity and Judaism concerning Messiah. The inquiry stemmed from the over-preached idea that the Jews looked for Messiah to be merely a military leader who would deliver them from the repressive conquest of Imperial Rome. This is a lacking representation of the ongoing Messianic hopes of the Jews.
The ancient Synagogue acknowledged 456 Messianic references in the Old Testament. Another 558 are found in the vast corpus of Rabbinic writings, which strongly supports the New Testament depiction of Messiah. Doctrines such as the divine preexistence of Messiah; His miraculous virgin birth; His elevation above Moses and the Angels; His superhuman character; His cruel sufferings and derision; His violent death for His people; His intercessory work on behalf of the living and the dead; His restoration of the People of God; His opposition to unbelievers; the prevalence of His Law; the universal blessings of the World to Come; and His Eternal Kingdom all have Jewish origins. Altogether, there is but one allusion to the removal of sin by Messiah in the sense of vicarious suffering. Midrash Haggadah, Yalkut on Isaiah 9:1
Despite the preceding, several sects of Judaism contend that the Hebrew prophets wrote only of the nation of Israel and its exclusive union with God. This is an untenable hypothesis when considering that the sacredly held Jewish Talmud states otherwise: All the prophets prophesied only of the days of the Messiah. Sanhedrin 99a The world was created only for the Messiah. Sanhedrin 98b Indeed, the Christian concept of a Messiah-ruled Kingdom where Jews and Gentiles live together in a universally ransomed earth is not at variance with many Jewish Sages and Elders on whose teaching the Talmud is a written compilation. cf. John 11:49-52
The Jews identify ‘Thou art My Son – this day have I begotten thee’ as divine confirmation of their chosen status. cf. Psalm 2:7 But despite Messiah’s ancestral ties to the nation of Israel evidenced by the designations Seed of Abraham and Son of David, ‘My Son’ is to the Christian essentially what Israel had been created to typify by its institutions, predictions, and history. Christians accept the Jewish assertion of Sonship but only as a suitable example of the Messianic type that reached its full accomplishment in Jesus of Nazareth. It is here that Judaism and Christianity part company.
Rabbis concede that nearly 2,000 years ago, the historical, ritual, and prophetic mission of the religious polity of Israel ended. But they firmly deny the demise to have culminated in the Jewish rejection of Jesus of Nazareth as Messiah.
The fundamental article of belief for the Christian is that Jesus is the prophesied Servant of the Lord; that He is the God-sent Anointed Comforter of Israel; the One Whose vicarious suffering and death reconciled the Jew and the Gentile to God, bringing both to eternal salvation.
It is my desire that readers not misconstrue the foregoing as anti-Semitic. I firmly believe that harboring or displaying contempt for the Jewish people is vilely antichrist, especially when writing about Him, Who was Himself a Jew; Who out of love and compassion wept tears of bitter anguish over His Jewish Brethren who were about to crucify Him; Whose first utterance and prayer when nailed to His Cross was: Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. cf. Luke 23:34

your questions and comments are welcome at atime2speak.org
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