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A scoffer has informed me that the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ was a hoax. He said the morbid idea of an atoning savior was a pagan folklore original recycled by 1st century Jewish radicals in order to embellish a fabricated New Testament.
Nothing flaunts the bold unbelief of scoffers like a profanation of the Scripture. The Gospel account of the Crucifixion is a confirmable fact - not a tall tale drawn from deciphering primitive literary expedients.
2,000 years before the Hebrew Canon, civilizations from Sumer to China recorded expectations of a virgin-born god-man in whose shed blood sinful humanity would realize redemption. Scholars have categorically dismissed the ancient writings as mythological despite an obvious textual congruency with the Genesis account of an earth-shattering event that occurred eastward in Eden.
The Biblical record of sin and judgment includes the first promise of a Savior. It is called the Protevangelium. cf. Genesis 3:15 Addressing the serpent in the company of the fallen man and woman, God says, ‘I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed: he shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his heel’. Man was to have no part in the most sacred of events – the birth of the Christ.
The Edenic Judgment introduced a grueling sacrificial system that signaled man’s severed relationship with his Creator. And while the system prohibited the pagan practice of offering ordinary human blood, there is no reason to omit the Protevangelium from an exegesis of the origins of primitive religious observances that are an indication of man’s desire for reconciliation with God and not necessarily folklore. 
The spilling of innocent blood as a means of attaining salvation is a most unsettling thought only faintly discerned by the human mind. But the matter of redemption has always been centered on blood, which is the seat of residency for the soul (cpn). cf. Leviticus 17:11 However disturbing, it is who we are.
Gospel writers St. Matthew and St. Luke present Jesus as having descended from a mixed human strain. How then could He alone have eluded inherent sin?
An exhaustive answer to this question is veiled by the mystery of Christ’s Incarnation. But surely His Virgin Birth (as foretold in the Protevangelium) is the means by which He became a true member of the human race and the sole exception to the collective sinfulness of mankind. Apprehending the Holy Occasion is the first step in understanding blood atonement, its intimate connection to the Divine purpose of redemption, and the forthcoming restoration of a fallen creation to its former state of perfection.
The burdensome ritual of blood atonement began with Christ when He sacrificed animals to clothe our shamed first parents and ended with Christ, when at the finish of a provisionally fatal bruising on a hideous cross, He clothed every believer in righteousness by the shedding of His very own blameless blood.
It was neither oral tradition nor twist of fate that the One with the power to forgive sins was also the One to remit them. It was of God, the Giver of life, to Whom belongs the blood.

comments and questions are welcome at
atime2speak.org
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