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Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. cf. Matthew 5:13
A Hayes man has expressed dissatisfaction with the explanation of the Parable of the Salt found in his Sunday School Lesson Guide. The Guide correctly acknowledges the perception underlying salt as a retardant to decay and corruption, metaphorically the world. But then, after ignoring the Lord’s cautionary tenor, the lesson closes with the assertion that Christians are ‘the spice of life’. This meaningless supposition masks the spirit of the parable while advancing the popular fallacy that Christians en masse are the principal object of every verse of the Bible. Jesus’ admonitory tone dispels the Guide’s irresponsible allusion to the idea of Christian Collectivism.
The salt of the earth is not an emblematic representation of the Church at large. Rather, beginning with certain disciples firsthand, it symbolizes all who are called to the office of ministerial duty. Any application to non-clergy Christians is indistinctly secondary. 
It has been a Semitic tradition to use salt in parabolic teaching for no less than 4,000 years. Hence, it was fitting that Jesus would employ the staple to develop a divine truth upon which to caution His ministers. And since salt is symbolically the clergy, it follows that its savour is the love and respect for the healing power of the Gospel. Jesus was teaching that His ministers would have the capability to affect life-giving changes on a spiritually ailing world. Given the magnitude of the task, it stands to reason that savourless ministers were to be ‘cast out’ of the Kingdom of God. cf. also Matthew 7:22,23
Highly regarded expositors are in accord that Christ’s message is for an unremitting clergy. Nevertheless, they have limited the metaphorical rendering of salt to its preservative characteristic submitting only that the clergy has the responsibility to look after the good before they yield to worldliness and then must face The Condemnation. The interpretation is incompatible with the words of The One Who was sent to heal us.
Our Lord employed salt as a metaphor to represent the administration through whom a spiritual healing was to be effectuated. Notice the text does not indicate that the disciples believed the parable to be a ‘hard saying’. As sons of the Commandment (bar Mitzvah), they had been schooled on the custom of newborn Jewish babies being gently rubbed with salt in order to heal and strengthen them following the birthing process. cf. Ezekiel 16:4; Babylonian Talmud, Shabbath 129b. However, Jesus had in mind a re-birthing process. cf. John 3:3 It was to take place in a world from which an infant Church would emerge as evidence of the Spirit of Grace. Those born afresh would rely on His ministers for gentle and recurrent applications of the healing and strengthening power of the Gospel. Healing: as the beginning of hope. Strengthening: that those who confess Christ might endure the imminent persecution of a cruel and vilely impious world. 
Jesus established the clergy as the medium to spark the fire of inward baptism of the Spirit. He knew beforehand that many would renounce Him and become good-for-nothing pleasers of men and not servants of God. From them He would withdraw His Spirit, making it impossible to regain their once hallowed savour.
Cursed be the man . . . . whose heart departeth from the Lord. cf. Jeremiah 17:5

your questions and comments are welcome at atime2speak.org
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