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By Jos. Beverley

Recently, the History Channel aired a program featuring skeptics who claimed that, without a body, history has failed to show that Jesus Christ ever existed.
Christians believe the written eyewitness account of the Apostles to have confirmed the Gospel record. Similarly, historians admit chronicled information as fact. For instance: Roman Emperor Nero committed suicide on 9 June AD 68. Evidently, skeptics are unaware that in dismissing the historicity of Jesus they are impugning the esteemed Roman historian, Tacitus, who chronicled both the suicide of Nero and the crucifixion of Our Lord confirming the latter to have been ordered by the familiar Pontius Pilate. Annals 15:44 Tacitus drew from the minutes of the Roman Senate, Acta Senatus, quoting from Pilate’s official report.
Recorded history is a textbook account of man in need of redemption. And God’s relation to man has been manifest through the ages, peaking in the death of Jesus Christ. The biblical account of His Crucifixion belongs to the sphere of history where it rests on documented facts, not on the fanciful contrivances of religious zealots. 
The Gospels were written under disciplines that preserved the integrity of the historical record. Our Lord is not part of a mythical cast of characters where imaginative material without purpose or authority has been reproduced for generations just to entertain people. And despite a vast corpus of evidence favoring the historicity of Jesus, skeptics have opted for an impasse.
History tells of early Christians as having been put to death after gladly giving coherent answers to interrogators who demanded an explanation for the hope of their faith. But today, articulate Defenders of the Faith are an endangered species as exhaustive testimony has given way to vain recitations of blind-faith creeds that neither suit nor satisfy St. Peter’s apostolic charge. cf. 1 Peter 3:15 Could it be that the era of fluent Christian apologists is, as it were, history?
Christianity is replete with compelling historical evidence that is central to Faith beginning with the certified death of its Namesake by Imperial Rome; a Talmudic recount of the same; and an astonishing rabbinic treatise on the terminating effect Christ’s death had on Temple Judaism. cf. Mark  16:44,45; Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 43a; Yoma 39b Christianity does not require the dismissal of historical reasoning. But never will it acquiesce to the notion that history is the link between skepticism and Faith. We, its Spirit-driven adherents, have never contemplated looking for a body.
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